
 

 

 
 

Governors Island Now Open! 
 

More fun than ever before: 23 art exhibits, 40 bike surreys, 28 food trucks, 2 new pavilions, 
 24 chickens and Max the Island Dog await you 

 
Ferries run every day; 

 IDNYC holders ride free at all times 
 

Island open seven days a week through September 27 
 
May 21, 2015. New York, NY. Governors Island opens this Saturday, May 23, with more 

opportunities for art, play and recreation than ever before, The Trust for Governors Island (The 

Trust) today announced.  Record breaking number of indoor exhibits, outdoor performances, 

public art, artists and educational programs will be available all season. Governors Island’s 

public season runs every day through September 27, 2015. 

“We want every New Yorker to feel they are personally invited to enjoy arts, culture and the new 

park on Governors Island,” said Leslie Koch, president of The Trust for Governors 

Island. “Where else in New York City can you ride a free bike, enjoy unparalleled views of the 

Statue of Liberty, see site-specific dance, play mini golf and learn about oysters in New York 

Harbor, all in one place?” 

Here is a look at Governors Island by the numbers. This year, the Island has: 

 600 free bikes and 40 bike surreys at Blazing Saddles 

 100 acres of green space 

 90 Free Bike Mornings every weekday morning 

 50 Hammocks 

 28 food trucks every weekend, including 2 kosher vendors 

 24 chickens and 2 goats at the Earth Matter Compost Learning Center 

 23 indoor art exhibits in Nolan Park and Colonels Row  

 17  outdoor festivals in the Colonels Row Festival Grounds 

 8 dance and theatrical performances  

 10 mini golf holes in FIGMENTs mini golf course   
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 4 fun runs  

 3 water fountains with NYC’s finest water  

 2 ecologically themed pavilions on the Parade Ground 

 1 working dog (Max) to keep our fields clean and greet our visitors 

 And much more!   

In addition to all that Governors Island has to offer this season, The Trust also announced today 

that all IDNYC card holders ride free at all times on all ferries operated by The Trust. 

“I’m proud to be a longtime supporter of Governors Island and excited for another great 

season,” said Congressman Jerrold Nadler. “Governors Island is a valuable resource for 

New Yorkers, both for its historical significance and as a relaxing getaway, and I am happy to 

have played a role in helping to secure federal funding for resiliency measures and for the 

restoration of Castle Williams. Everyone should take advantage of this hidden gem, which is 

only a short ferry ride away, and I am glad that so many will benefit from the Island this 

summer.” 

“Governors Island is a jewel in our harbor and one of the most exciting and beautiful public 

spaces in our city,” said Assemblyman Sheldon Silver.  “I am looking forward to another 

great season when more New Yorkers than ever can take a free ferry to play ball in view of the 

Statue of Liberty, enjoy public art or swing in a hammock.  I have, and will continue to work 

tirelessly to help ensure that it continues to be such an invaluable resource for not only my 

Lower Manhattan neighbors but for visitors throughout the city and the world.” 

 “Every year, Governors Island becomes a bigger and bigger deal for New York,” said State 

Senator Daniel Squadron.  “Just minutes from Manhattan and Brooklyn, Governors Island 

is the center of a new 21st century Harbor Park -- a Central Park for the center of our city. I look 

forward to joining New Yorkers and visitors alike on the ferry this summer to enjoy an afternoon 

at this incredible place. I'm pleased that the free weekend ferries I worked to create last summer 

will continue, and thank The Trust for Governors Island for expanding free service to NYCID 

cardholders at all times.”  

“Governors Island is a jewel in New York Harbor,” said Council Member Margaret Chin. “I 

am so glad that now IDNYC holders can ride the ferry for free, can borrow a free bike during 

Free Bike Mornings and experience public art and other programs in an unparalleled setting.” 

“We are looking forward to welcoming more visitors than ever to discover the history of 

Governors Island," said Patti Reilly, Superintendent of Governors Island National 

Monument. “The National Park Service is pleased to offer tours of Castle Williams and Fort 

Jay as well as special interpretive programs throughout the season.”   

“2015 will be the best season ye for Governors Island,” said Marc Ricks, Chair of the 

Governors Island Alliance. “We hope New Yorkers and visitors will help the Alliance 

celebrate the new season at the Family Festival this Sunday.” 
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Governors Island is open seven days a week until September 27.  

General Information about Governors Island’s 2015 Public Season  

Operating Hours 

Governors Island is open every day from May 23 through September 27. On weekdays, the 

Island is open from 10 AM to 6 PM. On weekends, Memorial Day and Labor Day, the Island is 

open from 10 AM to 7 PM. The Island will be open on July 4th from 10 AM to 7 PM and is not 

open for fireworks viewing.  

Ferries  

Governors Island is open seven days a week. Ferries will run from Lower Manhattan all seven 

days and also run from Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 on Saturdays, Sundays, Memorial Day and 

Labor Day.  All weekday and weekend afternoon ferries from Brooklyn and Manhattan are $2 

round trip for adults. Children under 12 ride for free at all times and senior citizens’ fares are 

half price. Morning ferries (10 AM, 11 AM and 11:30 AM from Manhattan and 11 AM and 11:30 

AM from Brooklyn) on Saturdays and Sundays are free for all. IDNYC holders ride free at all 

times. There is no surcharge for bicycles.  

Visitors will be able to purchase ferry tickets at the Battery Maritime Building in Lower 

Manhattan or at Pier 6 in Brooklyn. A season pass is available for purchase online through the 

NY Waterways website.  

A full ferry schedule is available at http://www.govisland.com. 

Visitors can also take the East River Ferry service to Governors Island for $6. For a full schedule 

visit http://www.eastriverferry.com/.  

Biking 

Every day, visitors can bring their own bikes, or rent one while vising. Free Bike Mornings 

allows visitors to borrow a bike for free for up to one hour every weekday between 10 AM and 

noon.   

Food 

Guests are welcome to bring their own food while visiting and can also purchase food on the 

Island. Visitors are not permitted to bring alcohol on the Island but alcohol can be purchased 

and consumed in specific areas. Grilling is not permitted. 

Drinking water fountains, including bottle filling stations, are located at Soissons Landing and 

in the new park.  

There is a wide range of food options available seven days a week on the Island. Special guest 

vendors will also be on the Island on weekends.  

 

http://www.govisland.com/
http://www.eastriverferry.com/
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About The Trust for Governors Island 

The Trust for Governors Island is the nonprofit corporation created by the City of New York that 
is responsible for the redevelopment and operation of 150 acres of Governors Island. The Trust's 
mission is to transform Governors Island into a vibrant resource for New York City, making this 
island at the center of New York Harbor a destination with extraordinary public open space, as 
well as educational, not-for-profit and commercial facilities. 
For more information, visit www.govisland.com. 
 
Contact: Elizabeth Rapuano/212.440.2205/erapuano@govisland.nyc.gov 

About Governors Island National Monument 
 
The National Park Service manages Governors Island National Monument, which consists of 
twenty-two acres, including the historic fortifications Castle Williams and Fort Jay. The 
Monument is one of twenty-two sites operated by the National Park Service in the New York 
City area. Its purpose is to preserve and protect Castle Williams and Fort Jay, and to interpret 
them and the harbor’s rich history and ecology for the public. More information can be found at 
www.nps.gov/gois. 
 

About IDNYC 

For more information about IDNYC visit http://www1.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/index.page  

http://www.govisland.com/
mailto:erapuano@govisland.nyc.gov
https://csmail.nyc.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=TO9HQI5Lw0KFhliV8TBy_k5BZHlRINAIh0wd1If8YCYo7eBigGTy_V4o8Cfpoabd5lYBKg7AnW0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nps.gov%2fgois
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/index.page

