
 

 

Trust for Governors Island Opens Permit Process for  
Sports Fields for 2016 Season    

 
Two natural turf ball fields available for Little League baseball, adult softball or soccer 

available every day from May 28-September 25 
 
 

January 15, 2016. The permit process to use Governors Island’s sports fields opened today for 
the 2016 season, The Trust for Governors Island announced. The two natural turf ballfields can 
be easily configured for Little League baseball and adult softball or for soccer and other field 
sports. The fields will be open for permitted use during daylight hours every day from May 28-
September 25.   
 
“We hope school, youth groups, and adult leagues from neighborhoods across the City will use 
Governors Island’s ballfields,” said Leslie Koch, President of The Trust for Governors Island. 
“Our fields offer extraordinary views of the Statue of Liberty and Lower Manhattan skyline.” 
 
The ballfields will open on May 28 when the Island opens for the 2016 season. The ballfields are 
sized for Little League baseball or adult softball. The outfields of these fields can also be used for 
soccer or other field sports. Fields are open when the Island is open to the public. The Island is 
open every day from May 28 through September 25. On weekdays, the Island is open 10 AM to 6 
PM; on weekends from 10 AM to 7 PM.  
 
The two baseball/softball fields can be used simultaneously. Each baseball/softball field 
contains a clay infield with full back stops and bleacher seating for 84. Fields are available for 
morning games, beginning at 10 AM and afternoon games, beginning at 2 PM. Bases and 
striping are provided. Goals are provided for soccer.   
 
Governors Island and its fields are accessible only by ferry. Ferries run every day from Lower 
Manhattan and on Saturdays and Sundays they also run from Brooklyn.  
 
To apply to use the fields, organizations can visit The Trust’s website. The permit process will be 
open until March 1 at which point The Trust will review all of the applications it has received. 
There is a $26 non-refundable permit fee.  As with other public ballfields in New York City, 
preference will be given to youth groups, schools and leagues from across the City. Groups can 
apply for as many dates as they wish. Once the permit process is closed, The Trust will let groups 
know if they have secured field space and the dates and times at which they can use the fields.  
 
Fields can be used free of charge for all youth and school groups. Adult leagues may use the 
fields for a fee of $50 an hour.  
 
More information about the Island and the sports field permits can be found at govisland.com. 
For images of the ballfields, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/govisland.   
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Accessing Governors Island and its Fields  
Governors Island is accessible only by ferry as follows: 
 
From Lower Manhattan: Ferries run every day from Lower Manhattan. On weekdays, ferries 
run once an hour, beginning at 10 AM.  
 
On weekends, ferries run at 10 AM, 11 AM and then every half hour to and from the Island.  
 
From Brooklyn: Ferries run from Brooklyn ONLY on Saturday and Sunday. Ferries run once 
an hour to and from Brooklyn beginning at 11 AM.  
 
Please note that once on the Island, transportation to and from the ferry to/from the fields is not 
provided. The fields are approximately a 10 minute walk from both ferry landings.  
 
There is a $2 round trip ferry fare for all weekday ferries and weekend ferries in the afternoons. 
There is no fare for children under 12. Weekend morning ferries are free for adults and children. 
 
Amenities and Services on Governors Island  
 
Food and Water 
 
Food is available for purchase on the Island and visitors can also bring their own food. Alcohol is 
not permitted.  
 
Water fountains are available on Governors Island and visitors are welcome to drink from the 
fountains or fill water bottles from them.  Water is also available for purchase.  
 
Bathrooms 
 
Indoor bathrooms are located in Building 110 at Soissons Landing. There are also trailer 
bathrooms and port-a-sans located in the new park near the fields and throughout the Island.  
 
Bikes 
 
Visitors can bring their own bikes to the Island or rent one while visiting. The fields are a three 
minute bike ride from Yankee Pier (where ferries from Brooklyn arrive/depart) and a five 
minute ride from Soissons Landing (where ferries from Manhattan arrive/depart). 
 
Security and Emergency Services 
 
There are security and emergency services on Governors Island when it is open to the public. 
EMTs are available to respond to medical emergencies.  
 
About The Trust for Governors Island 
The Trust for Governors Island is the not-for-profit corporation created by the City of New York 
that is responsible for the redevelopment and operation of 150 acres of Governors Island. 
 
The Trust's mission is to transform Governors Island into a vibrant resource for New York City, 
making this island at the center of New York Harbor a destination with extraordinary public 
open space, as well as educational, not-for-profit and commercial facilities. 
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For more information, visit www.govisland.com.  
 
Contact: Christy Wray/212.440.2200/cwray@govisland.nyc.gov 


