
 

 
 

The Hills Opening to Public July 19  

Nearly a year ahead of schedule, Governors Island Hills  

offer unforgettable views, slides, art and  

10 new acres of park  

 

Trust for Governors Island President  

stepping down after decade of leadership 

 

May 9, 2016. The Trust for Governors Island (The Trust) today announced that the public 

opening date for the Hills is July 19, 2016.  

The Hills are the culmination of the award-winning Governors Island Park and Public Space 

Master Plan, designed by acclaimed landscape architects West 8. Made of recycled fill materials, 

the Hills rise 25 to 70 feet above the Island offering an extraordinary 360-degree panoramic 

experience of the Harbor. The opening of the Hills marks a major milestone in the 

transformation of Governors Island from an abandoned military base into an essential 

destination for New Yorkers and visitors.   

Today, Trust President Leslie Koch also announced that she will step down following the Hills 

opening, after a decade spearheading the Island’s transformation.  

As previously announced, the Hills are opening 10 months ahead of schedule. The four Hills 

embody all that makes Governors Island unique: art, play, nature, relaxation, and views: 

 Grassy Hill is a 25-foot high gentle grassy slope overlooking the Island’s new and 

historic landscapes and the Manhattan skyline.  

 Slide Hill, at 40 feet high, is the home of four slides, including the longest slide in New 

York City.  

 Discovery Hill, also 40 feet high, features a site-specific sculpture Cabin by the 

internationally recognized artist Rachel Whiteread. 

 Outlook Hill provides fully accessible paths and the Scramble, constructed out of granite 

seawall blocks, to reach the Outlook.  Here, 70 feet above the Island, visitors have 

unforgettable views of the Harbor, the Statue of Liberty and the skylines of Manhattan, 

Brooklyn and Jersey City.   
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“Leslie put Governors Island on the map. Under her leadership, Governors Island has been 
transformed from an isolated outpost into a living, breathing part of the city,” said Alicia Glen, 
Deputy Mayor for Housing and Economic Development. “The challenges she overcame, from 
bringing in running water to attracting world-class artists, have set the stage for the next great 
chapter. Our city is so thankful for her stewardship of this treasured public space.” 
 
Ms. Koch was appointed to run Governors Island in 2006. At that time, the Island was a 

deserted military base filled with dozens of buildings in need of stabilization or demolition and 

acres of derelict landscapes. Under her leadership, the Island has thrived. 

In 2005, prior to her arrival, a total of 8,000 people visited the Island. In 2015, the Island 

welcomed an average of 8,000 visitors each weekend day, with total visitation of more than 

450,000 during its four-month season.   The Island has earned an international reputation for 

its unique approach to culture with its OpenHouseGI program offering free space to any 

organization creating free recreational and cultural experiences for the public.   In addition to 

the Hills, opening on July 19, the Island’s transformation includes 30 acres of park opened in 

2014 and a comprehensive capital program that has stabilized the Island’s historic structures 

and brought its infrastructure into the 21st century. The Island is also home to the year round 

tenants the Urban Assembly New York Harbor School and the Lower Manhattan Cultural 

Council Arts Center at Governors Island.  As previously announced, the Arts Center is expanding 

and the QC Terme spa will begin construction this year. 

 “Leslie brought tremendous imagination, knowledge and skill to make Governors Island a part 

of the City's DNA,“ said Ronay Menschel, Chair of the Board for the Trust. “When she began ten 

years ago, few people had even heard of Governors Island and even fewer visited; in contrast, 

last summer we had over 450,000 visitors.  Leslie's vision embraced principles of sustainability, 

fun, and open access to all New Yorkers and cultural organizations.  In planning the new park 

spaces, she listened to what people wanted and then translated in fine detail what she heard into 

hammocks, swings, bicycle paths, food courts, picnic areas and the Hills.  Leslie may be leaving 

us, but her imprint on Governors Island will endure.” 

“In 2006, we announced a strategy to put Governors Island on the map,” said Leslie Koch. “It 

has been a great privilege to lead this effort for the last decade and I’m very proud of all that we 

have accomplished.  The Island is ready for its next chapter and so am I.”  

Beginning this fall, Ms. Koch will be advising on cultural and civic projects as a senior associate 

with AEA Consulting.  

Governors Island opens to the public on May 28 and is open every day until September 25. Go to 

govisland.com for operating hours, ferry schedules and programming for the public season  

Once the Hills open to the public, visitors will again be able to walk or bike around the Island’s 

entire 2.2 mile promenade and enjoy the popular Picnic Point.  The southern portions of the 

promenade and Picnic Point have been closed due to construction since 2012.  

As previously announced, on Memorial Day Weekend, free hardhat tours will be offered all three 

days so New Yorkers can preview the Hills, including a walk up to the top of Outlook Hill.   Ms. 

Koch will be leading several of the tours herself. Free tours will be scheduled throughout the 

http://www.govisland.com/
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season until the Hills are complete and open for general use. The Hills ‘opening week schedule 

of events will be announced in late June.  

Images of the Hills can be found Governors Island’s flickr album: 

www.flickr.com/photos/govisland/sets/72157662570690459  

About the Governors Island Park 

The Hills add ten acres to the park on Governors Island and are home to 41,000 new shrubs and 

more than 860 new trees. Opened to the public in 2014, the first 30 acres of park include Liggett 

Terrace, a six-acre plaza with seasonal plantings, seating, food concessions and a hedge maze; 

Hammock Grove, a sunny ten-acre space that is home to 1,500 new trees, play areas and 50 

hammocks; and the Play Lawn, 14 acres for play and relaxation that includes two natural turf 

ball fields sized for adult softball and Little League baseball. In addition, new welcome areas 

have been added at the Island’s ferry landings, as have key visitor amenities, including lighting, 

seating and signage throughout the Historic District. 

The park and public spaces were designed by West 8 Urban Design and Landscape Architecture. 

About The Trust for Governors Island 

The Trust for Governors Island is the nonprofit corporation created by the City of New York that 

is responsible for the redevelopment and operation of 150 acres of Governors Island. The Trust's 

mission is to transform Governors Island into a vibrant resource for New York City, making this 

island at the center of New York Harbor a destination with extraordinary public open space, as 

well as educational, not-for-profit and commercial facilities. 

For more information, visit www.govisland.com. 

 

Contact:  Ellen Cavanagh/ ecavanagh@govisland.nyc.gov 

212-440-2234 (O), 718-909-6881 (M) 
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