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CITY ANNOUNCES EXPANSION OF FERRY SERVICE 

FROM BROOKLYN TO GOVERNORS ISLAND  

 

Immediate Expansion to Half-Hourly Service on Peak Weekend Days. 

Purchase of New Boat Set to Bring More Access to Brooklynites Visiting Governors Island 
 

Brooklyn, NY –On Sunday at noon, standing next to a line of Governors Island-bound Brooklynites, 

Council Member Brad Lander along with representatives from New York City Economic 

Development Corporation and The Trust for Governors Island jointly announced that half-hourly 

service will go into effect between Brooklyn’s Pier 6 and the Island, on the attraction’s most-visited days.  

 

The announcement was made during the 41st Annual Atlantic Antic Festival and the last day of the 

Governors Island summer season, one of many days that often requires long wait times to get on a boat 

from Brooklyn to Governors Island, or back home again. Half-hourly service, in addition to being in 

effect today, will be in effect next summer during Memorial Day Weekend, the Jazz Age Lawn Party, 

FIGMENT weekend, and other high traffic festival days.  

  

Officials described both short term accomplishments and long range progress made by the City and the 

Trust for Governors Island in expanding service between Brooklyn and Governors Island:  

 

 Effective today, on peak summer weekend days, boats will run every half an hour, and 

service between Pier 6 and Governors Island will double. The immediate expansion in service 

will cut back on long lines to board the ferry, both going to Governors Island and back to 

Brooklyn on high traffic days. The change is funded through a $62,000 increase in the FY 2016 

city budget that Council Member Lander secured in partnership with the de Blasio 

Administration.  

 

 The Trust for Governors Island has funding allocated to purchase a second ferry. The first 

ferry owned by the Trust currently offers service only to and from Manhattan. The purchase of an 

additional boat, using funds approved in the City’s FY 2015 funds, will allow The Trust to further 

expand service to the Island. 

 

 Daily service will become more necessary as year-round uses expand on Governors Island, 

starting with a day spa opening next year.  
 
“Governors Island has become a fantastic place in New York Harbor that Brooklynites, myself included, 

love to visit,” said Council Member Brad Lander. “In recent years more and more people, excited about 

the new opportunities happening on the island, have been lining up at Pier 6 to make the trip. And as 

Governor’s Island becomes a destination not just for summer weekends, but for school, commercial 
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activity, little league practice, artist space and more, we’ve got to keep pushing for expanded service. I’m 

very thankful for the steps the administration has already taken to expand service, and I’m excited to see 

even more Brooklynites on Governors Island next summer.”  

  

“Ferry service is a vital piece of our City’s transit infrastructure, and increasing access to the waterfront is 

one of our key priorities,” said New York City Economic Development Corporation Chief of Staff 

James Katz.  “We are very excited for this expanded service to Governor’s Island, and the increased 

opportunities it will provide New Yorkers.” 

 

”Governors Island welcomes hundreds of thousands of visitors from Brooklyn each public season,” said 

Leslie Koch, President of The Trust for Governors Island. “We are so grateful for Council Member 

Lander’s support to increase ferry service between Brooklyn Bridge Park and the Island. We hope 

Brooklynites will take advantage of that service today to preview the hills and enjoy the last day of the 

Island’s season.” 

 

Demand for service from Brooklyn to Governors Island is expected to continue to grow as more 

Governors Island attractions come on line. Brooklyn students continue to express strong interest in the 

Harbor School, a NYC public high school on Governors Island; however, daily service during the school 

year is only available from Manhattan. Recent developments on the island attracting more New Yorkers 

include the opening of new baseball fields, new spaces for artists’ studios, and recently announced plans 

to open a Day Spa – the island’s first commercial tenant.  

 

Demand remains high for daily ferry service between Brooklyn and Governors Island. In Spring of 2015, 

a petition supporting daily service organized by Council Member Lander’s office received over 1,200 

signatures.  
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